Colorado’s New Wildfire Code:
Structure Hardening Requirements
Effective 2026

What is the CWRC?

The state of Colorado has adopted
the Colorado Wildfire Resiliency
Code (CWRCQC), which establishes
uniform minimum standards for new
construction and additionsin
designated Wildland-Urban Interface
(WUI)zones. By April 1, 2026, local
jurisdictions must adopt the CWRC
(orstricterrequirements).
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Hardening Requirements by WUl Zone

Each Colorado WUl zone is classified by Fire Intensity
Level (Low, Moderate, or High).

Low Intensity zones require Class 1hardening measures,
which restrict material selection forroof assemblies,
gutters, and ventilation openings.

Moderate and High Intensity zones require both Class 1
and Class 2 hardening measures. In these zones, exterior
wall materials must be noncombustible, ignition-resistant,
orfire-retardant-treated wood (FRTW).
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Code Implementation Timeline

July1,2025
CWRC Adopted by Wildfire
Resiliency Code Board

By April1,2026 July1,2026
Local Jurisdictions Local CWRC
Must Adopt CWRC Enforcement Begins


https://woodsource.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2025ColoradoWildfireResiliencyCode.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/34c113129c044004bc672ca5493378de/page/Page

As Colorado architects and builders adapt to the CWRC, Wood Source offers exterior materials
that meet or exceed new requirements. Our products are rigorously tested, sustainably sourced,
and designed to performin the Rocky Mountain climate.

Wood Source Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (FRTW)

Wood Source offers a fire-retardant pressure treatment option
for our standard exterior wood siding and paneling products.
Wood Source FR products comply with CWRC requirements for
structure hardeningin all WUl zones.

FRTW Treatment:
e Proprietary chemical formula (Chemco FRX)
e One-time pressure treatment for permanent fire protection
e Lifetimelimited warranty

Clear Hemlock FR

Exterior Siding & Soffit

Fire Performance
e ClassAperASTME84 (UL723) 30-minute extended test
o Flame Spread <25
o Smoke Development <450
o |dentified forexterioruse per ASTM D2898 weathering test
e Suitable for Class 2 structure hardening projects per CWRC
e Meets20241BC Section2303.2 standards for FRTW

FRTW products are available in various sizes, profiles, and Thermo Spruce FR

prefinish colors. Learn more on our ERTW page. Exterior Siding & Soffit
Why Wood Source?
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Local Inventory

Available with
Delivery Straight
to Jobsites

Serving the Fire Treatment
Rocky Mountain and WUI
Region Code Compliance

Wood Source is ready to help you specify and source CWRC-compliant materials for 2026
projects. Contact us fortechnical data, samples, or wildfire code guidance.
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https://woodsource.com/
https://woodsource.com/product/clear-hemlock-brown-bear/
https://woodsource.com/product/thermo-spruce-berthoud-fr/
https://woodsource.com/fire-retardant-treated-wood/
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